
 
 
 
 
October 26, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Julie M. Rogers 
Chair 
House Committee on Health Policy 
124 N Capitol Ave  
Room 519 
Lansing, MI 48933 
 
 
Re: MISAM’s Support for HB 5178 and 5179 
 
 
Dear Chair Rogers, 
 
On behalf of the Michigan Society of Addiction Medicine (MISAM), the medical specialty society 
representing physicians and clinicians in Michigan who specialize in the prevention, treatment, 
and recovery from addiction, thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important topic. 
We write today to express our support for HB 5178 and HB 5179. HB 5178 would authorize 
syringe service programs (SSPs) to operate more easily throughout the state of Michigan, while 
HB 5179 would expand the definition of drug checking equipment exempt from paraphernalia 
classification under state law. Together, these vital pieces of legislation would improve our 
state’s response to the overdose epidemic at a time of great need.   
 
MISAM strongly supports evidence-based policies to reduce the harm associated with drug use 
while also promoting public safety. SSPs are an important component of this holistic response to 
the overdose epidemic. Crucially, these programs distribute safe materials to people who use 
drugs, including syringes, medical supplies, and naloxone. Further, SSPs provide educational 
resources and pipelines to treatment for individuals with addiction. In fact, research has indicated 
that individuals who participate in SSPs are more likely to seek treatment and stop using drugs as 
a result.i SSPs are linked to many other positive public health outcomes. Considerable research 
demonstrates that the operation SSPs greatly reduces the spread of bloodborne infections, such 
as hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).ii Studies indicate that SSPs 
are also extremely cost-effective, as each prevented case of Hepatitis C saves government 
insurers (e.g. Medicaid) an average of over $300,000 per case prevented.iii In sum, SSPs are 
proven and effective harm reduction programs.  
 
SSPs already legally operate in our state. However, there is no statewide law on the books 
authorizing these programs.iv Absent this important legal grounding, SSPs may encounter 
challenges obtaining permitting and accessing state materials. In turn, enacting HB 5178 will 
bolster the functionality of existing SSPs and expedite the process of opening new facilities in 
the communities of most need.  
 
Relatedly, HB 5179 would broaden exemptions from drug paraphernalia classification under 
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state law. These exemptions include all testing products that determine if controlled substances 
contain ‘chemicals, toxic substances, or hazardous compounds in quantities that can cause 
physical harm or death.’ Drug checking equipment, such as fentanyl test strips (FTS), can be 
utilized by persons who use drugs to detect the presence of fentanyl and other chemicals with 
high accuracy.v The testing of pre-obtained drugs is an important tool to address rising overdose 
deaths. Based on the results of these tests, individuals can take precautions accordingly. These 
precautions can prove lifesaving. Additionally, research suggests that these tests are associated 
with positive changes in drug use behavior and desire to seek treatment.vi vii In turn, the 
enactment of HB 5179 is essential to ensuring that these potentially lifesaving tools are readily 
available in all corners of our state.  
 
MISAM is proud to support evidence-based measures to address the ongoing overdose 
epidemic. As such, we urge lawmakers to support the enactment of HB 5178 and HB 5179. In 
tandem, these important measures will reduce the harms associated with drug use and save 
lives. Please feel free to contact me at polandc2@msu.edu if you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lewei (Allison) Lin, MD, MS  
President, Michigan Society of Addiction Medicine 
 

  
Cara A. Poland, MD, MEd, DFASAM 
Advocacy Chair, Michigan Society of Addiction Medicine  
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